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NFPA  REPORTS  1980  U.S.  FIRE  LOSS   (News  About  Fire  #58-81-0727) 

QUINCY,  Mass.  —  Fewer  people  were  killed  by  fire  in  their  homes  in 
1980,  but  residential  blazes  continue  to  be  the  number  one  cause  of  fire 
fatalities  in  the  United  States.   So  reports  the  National  Fire  Protection 
Association  (NFPA)  in  its  annual  survey  of  the  nation's  fire  experience. 

In  the  full  report,  "Fire  Loss  in  the  United  States  during  1930,"  that 
was  recently  published  in  an  issue  of  Fire  Journal,  NFPA's  bi-monthly 
magazine,  it  is  estimated  that  a  total  of  6,505  lives  were  lost  from  fire  in 
1980   Residential  fires  were  disproportionately  responsible  for  the  majority 
of  those  fatalities,  claiming  5M6   lives.   Over  the  past  four  years,  residential 
fires  have  accounted  for  approximately  78$  of  all  deaths  by  fires. 

In  a  more  positive  vein,  Michael  J.  Karter, Jr. .Senior  NFPA  Statistician 
and  author  of  the  report,  notes  that  there  does  appear  to  be  a  trend  toward 
lower  death  rates  in  the  home,  particulary  in  the  last  few  years.   The 
1980  residential  fire  death  figure  is  a  5$  decrease  from  1979,  with  the  number 
of  residential  fire  fatalities  decreasing  a  total  of  ll^S  between  1977  and 
1980. 

This  may  be  the  result  of  increased  use  of  smoke  detectors  and  public 
awareness  home  fire  safety  education  efforts,"   said  Robert  W.  Grant,  President 
of  NFPA. 

"We  are  particulary  encouraged  to  see  this  trend  toward  fewer  fire 
casualities  in  the  home,"  said  Grant,  "but  we  see  again  that  the  home 
fire  problem  is  by  far  our  leading  area  of  concern.   We  urge  all  homeowners 
to  install  smoke  detectors^and  practice  exit  drills  with  their  families  to 
reduce  this  tragic  problem." 

The  majority  of  residential  fire  fatalities  occurred  in  one  and  two- 
family  dwellings  (11,175  deaths),  a  decrease  of  3,3$  from  1979,  with  1^025 
deaths  attributed  to  fires  in  apartments,  a  13.1$  decrease. 

Hotel/motel  fires  were  prominent  in  the  news  last  year  and  accounted  for 
165  deaths  in  1980. 

In  addition,  residential  fires  accounted  for  approximately  70$  of  all 
fire-related  injuries  in  1980.   The  "residential"  category  as  defined  by  NFPA 
includes  one  and  two-family  dwellings-,  apartments,  hotels  and  motels  and 
other  residences  such  as  boarding  houses. 


The  NFPA  report  summarizes  the  nation's  total  fire  experience. 
Overall,  the  nation's  estimated  2,988,000  fires  (a  5$  increase  from  1979) 
caused  approximately  6.25  billion  dollars  in  property  damage  (a  10$  increase 
from  1979)5  about  half  of  which  was  residential. 

In  1980,  lH6,000  fires  of  suspicious  or  incendiary  origin  killed 
approximately  770  people  and  resulted  in  an  estimat^jgj^jjgrty  loss  of 
I.76  billion  dollars  -  a  significant  increase  of  32. 


Some  of  the  increase  in  property  loss  reflects  in 
real  estate  values. 


aring 


The  NFPA  reports  that  in  1980,  13**  fire  fighters  died  in  the  line  of 
duty,  and  increase  of  19$  from  1979-   As  in  each  of  the  past  five  years, 
heart  attacks  caused  by  occupational  stress  claimed  more  fire  fighters  in 
1980  than  any  other  fatal  injury,  accounting  for  nearly  1+5$  of  the  deaths. 
In  addition,  an  estimated  97,500  fire  fighters  were  injured  in  the  line  of 
duty  in  1980,  a  slight  increase  of  1.7$  from  1979- 

NFPA  ESTIMATES  THE  NUMBER  OF  FIRE  FIGHTERS  IN  THE  U.S. 
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HOTEL  AND  MOTEL  FIRE  SAFETY  BULLETIN 

In  recent  years  there  have  been  a  rash  of  multiple-death  hotel  and 
motel  fires  in  the  United  States.   The  MGM  Grand  Hotel  fire  of  Las  Vegas,  Nevada, 
in  which  8*+  people  died,  and  the  Stouffers  Inn  fire  in  Harrison,  New  York, 
in  26  died  are  the  most  recent  incidents.   This  bulletin  is  important  to  all 
fire  departments  no  matter  how  large  or  small  that  have  motels,  hotels  or 
convention  centers  in  their  jurisdiction.   NFPA  urges  each  and  every  fire 
department  to  focus  their  fire  safety  efforts  on  these  "back  to  basics" 
guidelines: 

1.  Check  For  Code  Compliance 

A.  Even  if  the  building  is  believed  to  be  in  compliance  with  the 
codes  in  force  at  the  time  of  construction,  a  re-inspection 
should  be  made  now  to  uncover  omissions,  modifications  or 
changes  which  violate  code  provisions. 

B.  During  re-inspection,  pay  special  attention  to  building 
modifications  and  renovations  which  can  create  fire  safety 
problems  that  may  not  have  existed  when  the  building  was  new. 
These  can  include  new  openings,  passageways,  shafts,  or  gaps 
in  the  fire  safety  intergrity  of  the  building.   Concealed 
deficiencies  might  also  be  present  that  are  not  apparent  by  a 
superficial  visual  inspection.   Also,  be  aware  of  highly 
combustible  furnishings  and  interior  finish,  improperly 
enclosed  stairways  and  penetrations  of  fire  barriers. 

C.  Fire  protection  systems  and  equipment,  including  fire  alarms, 
exit  facilities,  lighting  and  extinguishing  systems  should  be 
re-examined  to  ensure  that  they  are  fully  operational  and  have 
not  deteriorated  due  to  lack  of  maintenance. 

2.  Cooperation  With  Hotel  Management 

A.     Visit  the  hotel/motels  in  your  district  and  work  out  the  following 
procedures  with  hotel  management: 

a)  Hotel  procedures  for  notifying  the  fire  department 
at  the  first   indication  of  smoke  or  fire;  and 
immediately  upon  receiving  a  building  alarm. 

b)  Hotel  procedures  for  alerting  guests  and  for  proper 
action  in  event  of  fire. 

c)  Hotel  procedure,  upon  guest  arrival  and  check-in, 
for  instructing  guests  on  the  location  of  exits, 
characteristics  of  the  alarm  signal,  and  action  to 
be  taken  if  alarm  sounds. 

d)  Work  with  hotels  and  motels  in  your  district  on 
training  and  preplannings. 
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e)  Hotel  personnel  should  be  trained  in  fire  emergency 
operating  procedures.   This  should  include  the 
entire  hotel  staff  —  engineering,  housekeeping,  front 
desk  personnel,  management.   Regular  drills  should 

be  held  in  the  procedures  you  have  set  up  jointly 
with  the  hotel  management. 

f)  Hotel  staff  should  be  told  how  to  prevent  fires; 
how  to  report  and  correct  dangerous  conditions; 
such  as  corridors  obstructed,  doors  not  opening  or 
closing  fully  and  locked  exits. 

g)  Discuss  fire  department  preplan  and  interaction  with 
hotel  management. 

h)     These  steps  are  necessary  frequently  and  on  a  scheduled 
basis. 

3.   Pre-Planning  And  Coordination 

A.  Senior  line  officers  should  develop  a  plan  of  action,  or  revise 
existing  plans,  to  reflect  current  conditions  in  the  building. 
Where  necessary,  develop  alternatives  to  standard  fire  department 
operating  procedures.   Consider  the  possibility  of  enclosed 
stairways  becoming  smoke  filled,  the  irrational  behavior  by 
occupants,  inaccessible  upper  levels,  rescues  from  multiple 
locations  in  the  building. 

B.  Arrange  for  a  very  clear  and  precise  cooperative  working 
arrangement  with  the  hotel/motel  management. 

C.  Familiarize  fire  department  personnel  with  the  access,  layout  and 
protection  facilities  of  the  hotel.   Identify  hazards,  such  as  open 
stairways,  combustible  interior  finishes,  high  fire  loading 
conditions,  open  shafts  and  any  other  factors  that  may  affect  fire 
fighting  or  rescue. 

D.  Know  how  to  use  the  emergency  features  of  elevators. 

k.        Public  Awareness 

Create  an  understanding  and  fire  safety  awareness  among  the  public 
in  your  area  by  giving  advice  on  fire  safety  behavior.   Use  local 
press,  radio  and  television  to  describe  how  to  prevent  a  fire,  as 
well  as  how  to  survive  a  fire  should  a  person  be  involved  or 
trapped  in  a  fire. 

NEW  FIRE  SERVICES  TRAINING  DIRECTOR 

Seldon  "Butch"  Weedon,  36,  Chief  of  the  Waynesboro,  VA,  Fire  Department 
has  been  named  director  of  the  Montana  Fire  Services  Training  Center  in  Great  Falls. 
Weedon  succeeds  Ira  Bryant,  who  resigned  May  1  to  become  a  fire  education 
specialist  for  the  state  of  Alaska. 

We  would  like  to  extend  a  welcome  to  Mr.  Weedon  from  the  fire  personnel  in 
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Montana.   He  brings  with  him  experience  from  several  positions  as  a  fire 
fighter  and  will  be  ar  asset  to  the  Fire  Services  Training  Center. 

"SNIFFERS"  PRESENTED 

The  following  Arson  Investigation  Teams  were  recipients  of  an  Electronic 
Nose  Gas  Detector  donated  on  behalf  of  Montana  Farm  Bureau  Insurance  and  Montana 
Farm  Bureau  Group:   Cascade  County;  Gallatin  County;  Yellowstone  County; 
Valley  County;  and  Richland  County. 

Attorney  General  Mike  Greely  accepted  the  Gas  Detectors  and,  in  turn, 
presented  them  to  the  respective  Arson  Team  Coordinators  on  January  21,  1981. 

The  Electronic  Nose  Gas  Detector  is  a  scientific  device  that  detects 
flammable  liquid  vapors. 

Prior  to  the  presentation,  a  brief  telephone  survey  of  all  Montana  Arson 
Teams  was  made.   The  results  of  the  survey  indicated  that  all  of  the  teams, 
with  the  exception  of  the  above,  either  had  their  own,  or  had  access  to  gas 
detectors  or  sniffers. 


FIRE  CODES  OF  MONTANA 

The  "Fire  Codes  of  Montana"  are  in  the  process  of  being  updated  and  revised. 
The  final  draft  is  being  printed  and  should  be  ready  for  distribution  by  the 
middle  of  February. 

Only  one,  unbound  copy  of  the  codes  will  be  mailed  to  each  Fire  Chief, 
County  Sheriff,  and  County  Attorney  in  Montana,  unless  we  have  been  notified 
of  the  necessity  for  more  copies. 


CERTIFICATES 

The  Bureau  has  received  several  inquiries  pertaining  to  the  certificates 
for  attendance  of  the  Regional  Arson  Schools  and  Arson  Training  classes.   We 
realize  that  a  great  deal  of  time  has  elapsed  since  some  of  you  have  received 
this  training,  but  please  keep  in  mind  that  we  HAVEN'T  forgotten  about  you 
or  misplaced  your  attendance  rosters. 

These  certificates  were  originally  presented  by  the  Fire  Services  School 
in  Great  Falls  but  have  since  become  the  Fire  Marshal  Bureau's  responsibility. 
Unfortunately,  as  with  all  new  and/or  added  responsibilities,  the  bugs  have 
to  be  worked  out  and  a  satisfactory  procedure  formulated. 

Never-t he-less,  all  excuses  aside,  you  will  receive  your  certificates  in 
the  very  near  future. 


AWARD  FOR  HEROISM  PRESENTED 

Lawrence  Joseph  "Joe"  Tillotson  of  Helena  was  presented  a  Certificate  of 
Valor  on  October  6,  1981.   Joe  was  the  first  recipient  of  the  Certificate  of 
Valor  presented  by  the  Governor  of  Montana,  the  State  Fire  Marshal  Bureau,  and 
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the  Montana  Fire  Prevention  Association. 

This  certificate  is  awarded  to  a  citizen  of  Montana  once  a  year  during 
National  Fire  Prevention  Week,  in  recognition  of  an  act  of  heroism  during 
a  fire-related  incident. 

On  December  20,  1980,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  family  dwelling  at  12l6  Spring 
Street  in  Helena. 

Joe  Tillotson,  of  1209  Spring  Street,  was  awakened  and  asked  to  summon 
the  fire  department.   He  was  also  informed  that  a  baby  was  still  in  the 
burning  building. 

Mr.  Tillotson  hurriedly  dressed  and  ran  to  the  scene.   After  a  rapid 
survey  of  the  situation,  he  crawled  through  a  bedroom  window  and,  after  two 
entries,  pulled  1-1/2  year  old  Rosalie  Pyatt  to  safety.   Mr.  Tillotson  then 
proceeded  to  administer  mouth-to-mouth  resuscitation  until  fire  department 
personnel  arrived. 

Although  Rosalie  Pyatt  later  succumbed  to  injuries  from  fire  at  the 
Salt  Lake  City  Burn  Center,  Joe  did,  indeed,  endanger  his  life  to  save  the 
life  of  another. 

1 

Joe,  age  31,  is  the  son  of  Virt  and  Betty  Tillotson  of  Helena. 


********** 


It  is  with  deep  sorrow  we  inform  you  that  Don  James,  a 
member  of  the  Rocker  Volunteer  Fire  Department  of  Silver- 
bow  County,  while  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  on  Decem- 
ber 8,  1981,  suffered  a  fatal  heart  attack. 

Don  was  a  member  of  the  Rocker  Volunteer  Fire  Department 
for  125s  years  and  had  served  as  a  trustee  for  the  Fire 
Department  in  the  past  years. 

Don's  contribution  to  the  fire  service  will  be  missed 
by  all. 


********** 
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ATTORNEY  GENERAL'S  OPINIONS 

#10  Question:  Does  section  4 5-6-102(1) (a) ,MCA  include  firefighters  who 
respond  to  and  fight  a  set  fire  as  persons  who  would  be 
placed  in  danger  of  death  or  bodily  injury? 

Opinion:   A  person  who  negligently  places  a  firefighter  responding 

to  a  fire  in  danger  of  death  or  bodily  injury  by  purposely  or 

knowingly  starting  the  fire  or  causing  an  explosion  commits 

the  offense  of  negligent  arson  under  section  U5-6-102(l) (a) ,MCA. 

23  March  198l 

#35  Question:   1.   May  a  municipal  fire  department,  with  the  consent  of  its 

employees,  schedule  firefighters  to  work  shifts  of  2k   hours  on 
duty  followed  by  72  hours  off  duty  when  such  a  schedule  results 
in  firefighters  working  more  than  eight  hours  in  one  day  and 
forty  hours  in  one  week? 

2.   May  firefighters  accept  compensatory  time  off  in  lieu  of 
additional  monetary  compensation  for  overtime  work? 

Opinion:   1.   Work  schedules  for  firefighters  must  conform  to  those  set 
forth  in  7- 3 3- h 126,  MCA. 

2.   A  firefighter  may  receive  compensatory  time  off  for  bonus 
hours  worked  in  excess  of  forty  in  one  week. 

7  October  1981 

#36  Question:   Whether  volunteer  firefighters  in  incorporated  towns  are 

employees  under  the  provisions  of  the  Workers  Compensation 
Act. 

Opinion:   Volunteer  firefighters  in  incorporated  towns  are  "employees" 
within  the  terms  of  the  Workers'  Compensation  Act. 

EQUIPMENT  FOR  SALE 

The  Monetcahto  Volunteer  Fire  Department  has  for  sale  a  1961  ih  ton 
Ford  with  front  mount  350  gpm  and  500  gal  tank.  They  are  asking  $8,000. 
Contact  Jerry  Sagmiller  at  676-UlOO  (days)  or  887-2557  (evenings)  for  more  information. 

AIR  COMPRESSOR  CHECK  (Self-contained  breathing  apparatus) 

Bill  Hopper  of  the  Occupational  Health  Bureau  in  Helena  will  perform  a  free 
check  of  the  air  from  your  compressor  (used  for  refilling  air  bottles).   This 
service  is  also  free  to  any  Sheriff's  Department  or  Search  and  Rescue  Organization 
that  refills  SCUBA  tanks.   Contact  him  at  Rm  A113,  Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  1+U9-3671. 

SMOKE  DETECTORS  RECALLED  (Texas  Newsletter,  Vol,V,  No. 2) 

Defective  electronic  microchips  in  smoke  detectors,  sold  under  six  popular 
brand  names,  could  malfunction  and  prevent  some  smoke  alarms  from  sounding  even 
in  a  burning  building,  according  to  the  Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission. 
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About  185,000  smoke  detectors"  manufactured  between  March  1,  19Tb'  &u»' 
March  15,  I98I  are.  being  recalled.   The  units  were  manufactured  over  a  two- 
year  period  by  the  Chloride  Pyrotector  Division  of  Chloride,  Inc.,  of  Hingham, 
Massachusetts.   Brand  names  of  these  detectors  are:   Chloride  Pyrotector, 
Archer  (sold  through  Radio  Shack  stores),  Masterguard,  Vanguard,  Vantage  I  and 
Protect-er  Systems. 

Of  the  185,000  detectors  manufactured  during  this  period,". . .probably  less 
than  1,000  have  defective  electronic  microchips,"  said  John  Phipps,  president 
of  the  manufacturing  division  of  Chloride,  Inc. 

However,  all  of  the  185,000  should  be  tested  to  find  the  defective  ones, 
he  said.   "We  are  asking  customers  who  have  smoke  detectors  with  certain  model 
numbers  to  test  the  alarm,"  Phipps  said.   "If  it  doesn't  work,  it  should  be 
tested  again  with  a  new  battery,"  he  said.   Phipps  also  indicated  that  many  of  the 
defective  parts  were  found  before  the  smoke  detectors  left  the  factory. 

John  Bell,  spokesman  for  the  Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission,  said  the 
agency  knows  of  no  deaths  or  injuries  resulting  from  the  failure  of  one  of 
these  smoke  detectors  sounding. 

Both  the  manufacturer  and  the  Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission  advise 
consumers  to  remove  the  smoke  detector's  back  plate  to  check  the  model  or  code 
number  on  the  interior  housing. 

Potentially  defective  detectors  include  these  models:   Chloride  Pyrotector 
models  3077,3078,  and  3079;  Archer  model  275^53;  Masterguard  model  MGB  360; 
Vanguard  model  8l7 ,  and  Protect-er  System  model  P365-   Vantage  I  comes  in 
only  one  model. 

Potentially  defective  models  also  have  a  code  on  the  housing  showing 
the  dates  between  030179  and  031581. 

If  the  alarm  does  not  sound  daring  tests,  consumers  should  call  Roberta 
Calla  of  Chloride  Pyrotector  at  l-800-31+3-56i+7  for  instructions  on  where  to 
send  the  product  for  replacement  or  repair.   Consumers  can  verify  the  model 
number  by  calling  the  Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission's  toll  free  number  at 
1-800-638-8326. 

SARGOM  FIRE  EXTINGUISHERS 

It  has  come  to  the  attention  of  this  office  that  various  individuals  are 
attempting  to  sell  Sargom  fire  extinguishers  in  the  state.   The  Administrative 

Rules  of  Montana  state: 

23.7.1J+3  APPROVAL  OF  EQUIPMENT  PRIOR  TO  SALE  No  person  or  firm  may 
sell  or  lease  a  portable  fire  extinguisher  or  components  of  a  fire 
extinguishing  system,  fire  alarm,  or  fire  alarm  system  unless  the  equip- 
ment has  been  approved,  labeled,  or  listed  by  Underwriter's  Laboratories, 
Inc.,  Underwriter's  Laboratories  of  Canada,  Factory  Mutual  Labora- 
tories or  other  testing  laboratories  approved  by  the  Fire  Marshal 
Bureau.   (History:   Sec.  50-3-102(2) (a)  CMA:  IMP,  50-3-103  MCA: 
NEW,  Eff.  10/5/75;  AMD,  Eff.  12/U/76. ) 

At  the  present  time  Sargom  fire  extinguishers  do  not  carry  a  label  of 
approval  of  a  nationally  recognized  testing  laboratory,  and  therefore  may 
not  be  legally  sold  in  this  state. 


If  Sargom  fire  extinguishers  are  being  offered  for  sale  in  your  area, 
please  contact  this  office  immediately  with  the  name  of  the  individual  making 
the  sales. 

NEW  COMSUMER  SMOKE  MASK  FAILS  TO  MEASURE  UP  (Fire  Safety  News) 

Is  the  widely-advertised  Japanese  escape  mask,  marked  as  the  "Extra  Margin 
Emergency  Escape  Smoke  Mask",  all  that  it's  cracked  up  to  be? 

Based  on  initial  test  results,  the  answer  is  "no",  according  to  the 
Foundation  for  Fire  Safety. 

Pursuing  its  watchdog  role  in  the  field  of  human  fire  safety,  the  Foundation 
commissioned  the  Southwest  Research  Institute  to  run  a  series  of  tests  on  this 
new  consumer  product. 

The  Foundation  received  initial  test  results,  documenting  that  carbon 
monoxide  levels  filtered  out  by  the  mask  are  neglibible.   The  mask,  marketed  as 
a  portable  safety  device  for  both  adults  and  children,  claims  to  "protect  your 
nose,  throat  and  lungs  from  noxious  gases  most  frequently  associated  with 
fires — hydrogen  chloride,  hydrogen  cyanide  and  carbon  monoxide." 

Worst  of  all,  according  to  Gordon  F.  Vickery,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Foundation,  the  promotional  material  states  that  "the  built-in  filter  has  been 
shown  to  be  effective  for  up  to  20  minutes...".   The  lab  experiments  found  this 
particular  mask  and  respirator  did  not  give  20  minutes  of  protection,  says 
Vickery. 

"Quite  the  contrary,  after  approximately  two  minutes,  the  vacuum  side  of 

the  apparatus  showed  almost  90  percent  concentration  of  the  test  gas,  carbon 

monoxide.   After  nine  minutes,  almost  99  percent  of  the  toxic  gas  had  passed 
through  the  filter." 

"The  test  results  speak  for  themselves,"  Vickery  points  out,  "but  what 
bothers  me  most  is  the  false  sense  of  security  these  filter  type  escape  masks 
may  give  an  unwary  citizen  trapped  in  a  fire.   God  knows,  we  don't  want  people 
donning  a  mask  and  venturing  out  into  the  smoke  or  toxic  gas  environment, 
believing  they  are  protected  for  20  minutes." 

FACTORY  BUILT  CHIMNEYS 

This  office  is  still  seeking  documentation  of  the  deterioration  of 
double  and  triple-wall  metal  chimneys  and/or  structure  fires  caused  by  such 
deterioration. 

The  U.L.  Standard  103,  the  standard  for  prefabricated  chimneys,  requires 
that  the  chimney  be  capable  of  operation  at  1^00  degrees  F  for  one  hour  and 
1700  degrees  F  for  a  ten  minute  period.   Chimney  fires  are  the  direct 
result  of  accumlation  of  soot,  tar,  creosote  and  fly  ash  in  the  chimney  brought 
to  ignition  temperatures  and  can  easily  exceed  2000  degrees  F. 

Typical  damage  to  the  chimney  includes  warping,  pulling  apart  at  the  seam, 
and  bulging  (some  bulges  may  extend  up  to  2  inches  into  the  chimney)  of  the  inside 
lining.   The  outside  of  the  chimney  will  not  be  effected. 

If  you  find  evidence  of  this  occuring  either  after  a  chimney  fire  or  after 
a  structure  fire  originating  in  the  area  of  the  chimney,  please  take  pictures  of 
the  problem  or  save  a  sample  of  the  chimney  effected  and  notify  this  office. 


ADDED  WATER  HEATER  INSULATION  MAY  BE  A  HAZARD  (From  the  SFPE  Bulletin) 

Underwriter  Laboratories,  Inc.  has  reissued  a  warning  that  adding  thermal 
insulation  to  a  household  electric  water  heater  could  be  unsafe.   Incorrectly 
installed  insulation  might  produce  damage  in  the  heater's  wiring  system  and 
increase  fire  and  electrical  risks,  according  to  Ray  Eckardt ,  UL  senior  staff 
engineer. 

Eckardt  explained  that  UL  Standards  for  Safety  specify  maximum  temperatures 
on  wires  and  other  electric  components  in  a  water  heater.   He  pointed  out  that 
electric  water  heaters  usually  have  their  own  thermal  insulation  between  the 
water  tank  and  the  outer  shell.   "We  take  the  manufacturer-installed  insulation 
into  consideration  when  we  test  water  heaters.   If  additional  insulation  is 
incorrectly  added,  temperatures  on  the  heater's  electrical  components  could 
become  excessive.   That  would  increase  the  risk  of  damage  to  the  electrical 
wiring  system,"  the  UL  engineer  said. 

Eckardt  said  that,  if  a  consumer  wants  to  add  extra  insulation,  UL  recommends 
that  it  be  kept  away  from  heater  controls  and  access  covers  over  the  controls  and 
the  connection  box  where  the  heater  is  hooked  up  to  the  house  wiring. 

Eckardt  said  insulating  materials  often  carry  the  UL  mark.   "The  UL  name  or 
mark  on  such  insulating  materials  means  UL  has  tested  them  for  use  in  particular 
fire  resistant  building  design  or  to  determine  specific  fire  hazard  characteristics. 
But  there  are  no  UL  listed  insulating  materials  for  field  installation  on  an 
electric  water  heater,"  Eckardt  explained. 

SMOKE  DETECTORS— A  VALUABLE  TRAVEL  COMPANION  (Fire  Service  Information— Iowa) 

During  the  past  several  months,  there  has  been  a  growing  interest  regarding 
fire  safety  in  hotels  and  motels.   One  of  the  major  concerns  is  the  lack  of 
adequate  warning  systems.   The  importance  of  a  good  warning  system  is  evident 
when  reviewing  recent  hotel  and  motel  fires. 

The  various  individuals,  agencies  and  others  involved  may  be  slow  to 
respond  to  the  need.   In  the  meantime,  we,  as  individuals,  can  provide 
ourselves  with  at  least  minimal  protection  by  simply  carrying  a  smoke  detector. 

Adequate  smoke  detectors  can  be  purchased  for  $10  to  $15  and  take  up 
very  little  space  in  luggage.   The  major  problem  is,  then,  where  in  a  hotel/ 
motel  room  can  one  place  a  smoke  detector  in  order  to  achieve  maximum  efficiency? 
Ideally,  it  should  be  installed  on  the  ceiling,  or  on  a  wall  in  a  range  of  6"  to 
12  from  the  ceiling.  A  temporary  installation  of  this  type  is  not  very 
practical,  and  most  travelors  may  place  their  detector  on  top  of  a  dresser  or 
the  TV.   Remember,  the  closer  the  detector  is  to  the  floor,  the  slower  it  will 
be  able  to  react  to  a  smoke  condition. 

A  device  was  developed  at  Iowa  Fire  Service  Extension  by  staff  members 
Andy  Levy  and  Eldon  McAfee  which  allows  a  detector  to  be  temporarily  placed  in 
correct  position.   The  device  is  a  simple  bracket  which  allows  a  smoke  detector 
to  be  mounted  on  any  door.   Depending  on  the  door  and  ceiling  height  of  a 
particular  room,  the  detector  will  usually  be  within  the  recommended  6"  fo  12" 
clearance  of  the  ceiling. 

Using  .20  guage  galvanized  steel  or  any  similar  metal  that  bends  easily 
but  is  sturdy,  cut  out  a  ll"x5¥'  piece  (the  exact  width  is  determined  by  the 
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diameter  of  the  smoke  detector  Lo  be  used).   Round  the  corner:',  and  file  all 
ed'»:c3  bo  eliminate  burr:*..   The  end  port, ion  of  Section  A  (ri/r.l)  war.  rounded  to 
fit  the  shape  ol*  the  detector. 

Using  a  vise  or  other  bending  tool,  shape  the  sheet  metal  to  hang  over  a 
door  (fig. 2).   Sections  B  and  C  were  both  measured  at  2"  (most  doors  are  no 
more  than  2"  wide ) . 

Next  by  using  the  detector  base  as  a  template,  locate  mounting  holes, 
drill,  and  mount  with  nuts  and  bolts. 

Any  variations  of  this  bracket  that  will  provide  the  same  results  is 
equally  acceptable.   The  important  point  is  that  we  can  increase  our  chances 
for  survival  in  hotel  and  motel  fires  if  given  adequate  warning  and  if  prepared 
to  act  on  that  warning. 


Fig.  1 
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Fig.  2 
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ELECTRIC  BLANKETS  (Nebraska  State  Fire  Marshal  Fire  Alarm) 

The  Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission  estimates  that  6l  percent  of 
American  homes  have  electric  blankets-   In  1978  alone,  these  blankets  caused  2,200 
fires,  180  deaths,  and  9  million  in  dollar  loss. 

Currently,  the  Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission  is  studying  the  problem 
and  has  recommended  that  Underwriters  Laboratory  (UL)  upgrade  electric 
blanket  standards  to  diminish  the  risk  of  fire. 

WOOD  STOVES  CAUSE  INCREASE  IN  HEATING  FIRES  (Washington  Scene  Vol.  k,    No.  1*9) 

Woodburning  stoves  and  fireplaces  were  the  main  factors  in  a  32%  increase  in 
heating  fires  in  one-  and  two- family  dwellings  between  1979  and  1980,  according 
to  figures  just  released  by  the  Emergency  Management  Agency's  (FEMA)  U.S.  Fire 
Administration  (USFA). 

Those  statistics  showed  that  solid- fuel  heating  fires,  primarily  those  in 
fireplaces  and  woodbiirning  stoves,  increased  a  dramatic  66%,   while  other  types  of 
heating  fires  in  these  residences  increased  only  approximately  eight  percent 
for  the  period.   Solid- fuel  heating  also  was  responsible  for  k2%   of  the  fire 
deaths  in  one-  and  two-family  dwellings  in  1980. 

FEMA's  analysis  indicates  that  improper  installation,  putting  bedding 
">nd  other  combustibles  too  close  to  the  fireplace  or  stove,  and  lack  of  maintenance 
(allowing  creosote  to  build  up)  were  the  major  problems  in  fires  involving 
woodburning  stoves  and  fireplaces. 

ELIMINATION  OF  U.S.  FIRE  ADMINISTRATION  (From  NFPA  Memorandum) 


We  have  just  learned  that  the  White  House  has  decided  that  the  budget  for 
the  U.S.  Fire  Administration  for  Fiscal  Year  1983  (October  1982  -  October  1983) 
will  be  eliminated. 

This  will  mean  that  as  from  late  1982  the  U.S.  Fire  Administration  will  be 
inoperative  and  most  of  the  purposes  of  the  Federal  Fire  Prevention  and  Control 
Act  197^  will  no  longer  be  fulfilled. 

The  budget  of  some  $12  million  would  have  supported  the  three  main  program 
areas  of  USFA,  that  is,  technical  assistance,  fire  protection  systems,  and  the 
National  Data  Center. 

Also  affected,  although  already  earmarked  for  extinction,  will  be  the  Center 
for  Fire  Research  at  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards.   We  understand  that  the 
National  Fire  Academy  will  continue  on  a  reduced  staff  basis. 

NFPA  is  concerned  that  the  cuts  will  effectively  stop  those  activities  of 
the  federal  involvement  in  the  fire  problem  that  are  needed  to  support  both 
the  work  of  state  and  local  government,  and  those  other  organizations  that  are 
working  to  reduce  this  country's  serious  fire  and  life  losses. 
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NEW  FIRE  CHIEFS 


There  have  been  many  new  chiefs  reported  to  the  office  since  our  last  listing. 
They  are  as  follows: 


Anaconda 

Augusta 

Basin 

Beaverhead  Co.  S.O. 

Big  Timber 

Birdseye 

Boulder 

Broadus 

Clancy 

Columbus  City 

Creston 

Cut  Bank 

East  Gate 

Etna 

Fairfield  Rur. 

Ferndale 

Fort  Shaw 

Gallatin  Canyon 

Hardin 

Hob son 

Jocko  Fire  Dis. 

Jordan 

Lavina 

Lima 

Malstrom  AFB 

Marion  Fire  Dist. 

Miles  City 

Montana  State  Prison 

Peerless 

Plentywood 

Red  Lodge  Rural 

Ronan 

Shelby 

Sourdough 

Stevensville 

Terry 

Three  Mile  Dist. 

Virginia  City 

West  Valley 

White  Sulphur  Spg 

Wolf  Point 


Bob  King 
Dewey  Erickson 
Butch  Moran 
Rich  Later 
Douglas  Laury 
Dave  Murgel 
James  St rub 
Chuck  Miller 
Bill  Gruber 
Ron  Walterman 
Gary  McHugh 
Ed  Mitch 
Tom  Leonard 
Joe  Burditt 
Richard  Van  Auken 
Terrence  Gembala 
Dave  Anderson 
Tiny  Bingman 
Ron  Johnson 
John  Woods 
Barney  Ivanoff 
John  Gibson 
But  Neitzel 
David  Olson 
Jack  Mitchell 
Lynn  Hadley 
Russ  Martin 
-Dick  Wallace 
Lester  Estenon 
Dean  Glover 
Gary  McKittrick 
John  Delaventi 
Jim  Horner 
Clark  Robinson 
Joe  McKay 
Beanie  Roger son 
Robert  Jackson 
Bob  Magee 
Robert  May 
Gene  Clark 
Warren  Evan 


Ashland 

Alzada 

Bear paw 

Big  Butte 

Billings 

Box  Elder 

Brady 

Cascade 

Coalstrip 

Corvallis 

Culbertson 

Denton 

East  Valley 

Fairfield 

Fairview 

Fort  Belknap 

Forsyth 

Glasgow  AFB 

Helena  Airport 

Hot  Springs 

Joliet 

Laurel 

Lewis  &  Clark  Co. 

Little  Basin  Crk 

Malta 

Marysville 

Montana  City 

Opportunity  Fire 

Plains 

Plevna 

Rollins 

Seeley  Lake 

Smith  Valley 

St.  Ignatius 

Sweetgrass 

Three  Forks 

Trout  Creek 

West  Glendive 

West  Yellowstone 

Wibaux 


Carl  Sengard 
Gary  Shuffield 
Giles  Gregoire 
Gary  Semon 
Robert  Williams 
Roland  Menard 
Dennis  Fermunson 
Terry  Curnow 
Ray  Durham 
Jay  Gasvoda 
Bob  Bell 
Dick  Ronish 
Bill  Wegner 
Richard  Howard 
Jerome  Ruff 
Don  Boldt 
Karl  Heberle 
Lloyd  Sundby 
Patrick  McCahan 
Manf ord  Temporo 
Barry  Long 
Dave  Gauslow 
Bill  Ridgeway 
John  Sechen 
Franklin  Smith 
Mark  Korting 
Will  Kissinger 
Dis-Gene  Colucci 
Clarence  Fried 

Charles  Rogers 

Bill  Jacobs 

Bob  Miller 

Jim  Burdy 

Roy  Brown 

Don  Stockburker 

Ralph  Stokes 

Robert  Eggebrecht 

Gus  Turman 

Ray  Barthel 


LIFE  INSURANCE  FOR  FIRE  FIGHTERS 

For  information  regarding  the  Public  Safety  Officers  Benefit  Act  of  1976, 
a  federally  funded  life  insurance  policy  for  fire  fighters  that  die  in  the 
performance  of  their  duty,  please  contact  this  office. 
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STATE  FIRE  MARSHAL  BUREAU 
1409  Helena  Avenue 
Helena,  MT  59620 
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